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health care system to save ten of thou-
sands of lives and tens of billions of
dollars. Members can see more infor-

mation on this at
www.murphy.house.gov.
———
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REPUBLICANS’ FAILURES IN SE-

CURING PORTS: FAILURES GO
BEYOND DUBAI PORTS WORLD

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, the
Bush administration’s deal with the
United Arab Emirates showed the
American people again that securing
our ports is not their priority.

The bipartisan and unanimous 9/11
Commission report clearly showed the
need for increased security for our Na-
tion’s ports. Now 4 years after 9/11, less
than 10 percent of the 9 million con-
tainers entering our ports are ever
screened. Even worse, Republicans in
this House have fought Democratic ef-
forts to increase port security funding.

In 2003, this House voted to Kkill a
Democratic amendment to add $250
million for port security grants; then
again, in 2005, against a Democratic
proposal calling for an additional $400
million in funding for port security.

For the record, let me say, my con-
stituents in St. Louis, Jefferson Coun-
ty, and Ste. Genevieve County, Mis-
souri, understand right from wrong.
They, like all Americans, demand ac-
tion from this Congress that is long
overdue, and they will not go along
with any deal compromising our na-
tional security.

The American people have every
right to be outraged with the adminis-
tration’s approval of the UAE port
deal. It is time the people’s House
make the security of our Nation’s ports
a priority.

HONORING GENERAL SAM
HOUSTON

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Sam Houston
from Virginia was born this day, March
2, 1793. He was unique among all Amer-
icans. He grew up in the mountains of
eastern Tennessee. He befriended the
Cherokees as a kid. He fought the Brit-
ish in 1814. He stood with Andrew Jack-
son and was wounded three times fight-
ing Indians. He became a lawyer, Mem-
ber of Congress, and a Governor of the
great State of Tennessee. More than
enough for one life. But then he left for
Texas and quickly got passion about
Texas independence.

On his birthday, March 2, 1836, he was
one of the signers of the Texas Declara-
tion of Independence from Mexico.
General Sam was made commander in
chief of all Texas armies, and on the
plains of San Jacinto his outnumbered
volunteer army defeated the invaders.
Texas was free.
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General Sam became President of the
Republic of Texas, and when Texas
joined the Union, he became Governor
and U.S. Senator. He is the only Amer-
ican in history to be Governor of two
different States.

His example was a majestic story of
bravery, boldness, and brashness.

Mr. Speaker, his last words before he
died were ‘‘Texas, Texas, Texas.” Sam
Houston, the stuff real Americans and
real Texans are made of. And, Mr.
Speaker, that’s just the way it is.

—————

DEMOCRATS’ EFFORTS TO
ADDRESS PORT SECURITY

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, the
United Arab Emirates port deal should
never have been approved. Sure, the ad-
mission is now backpedaling, but de-
spite this 45-day delay, the administra-
tion is still going to try to push this
deal through.

It does not matter that the Coast
Guard voiced concerns about the pro-
posal before the administration ini-
tially approved the deal. It does not
matter that large numbers of Demo-
crats and Republicans have come out
in opposition to the deal. It does not
matter that the overwhelming major-
ity of Americans do not support this
deal and believe it to be dumb. Nor
does it matter that the administration
never checked with the affected com-
munities before signing off on it. No,
the Bush administration sees this 45-
day period as an opportunity to steam-
roll Congress.

We simply cannot allow that to hap-
pen. Congress must play an active role
in this decision. I hope, I really hope,
that the House Republicans will join us
in insisting that no deal move forward
without a vote here on this floor.
Democrats insist that in addition to
the 45-day investigation there must
also be a congressional vote. This is a
national security decision, and it is
simply too important for partisanship
to take precedence over prudence.

———

IMMIGRATION BILL IN SENATE
AND CAMPBELL AMENDMENT

(Mr. CAMPBELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, today the Senate Judiciary
Committee will begin work on the im-
migration and border security legisla-
tion the House passed at the end of last
year.

This bill is one of the most important
pieces of national security legislation
before Congress because border secu-
rity is national security.

Recently we have been engaged in de-
bates, some of which you have just
heard, about whether or not our ports
are secure. This is an important de-
bate. But we know our southern border
is not secure; we Kknow that illegal
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aliens, criminal illegal aliens, are at-
tempting to cross that border every
single day, and it is time that we stop
it.

In December, the House passed a
good enforcement and border security
bill, and the bill is a great start to ad-
dress this problem and make our Na-
tion safer. One important provision in-
cluded in the bill was an amendment I
had authored which will withhold Fed-
eral law enforcement funding from
sanctuary cities that prohibit law en-
forcement officers from notifying Fed-
eral officials about known illegal
aliens.

The practice of prohibiting coopera-
tion is appalling. We should not reward
these cities with Federal funds. I urge
my colleagues in the Senate to include
this provision and pass a strong en-
forcement bill without amnesty.

———

BUSH ONCE AGAIN SKIRTING LAW
IMPACTING OUR NATIONAL SE-
CURITY

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, Congress
should not allow the secretly decided
backroom United Arab Emirates port
deal to go through. It must be stopped,
and House Republicans should stand up
to the President in the name of na-
tional security. Our ports are not for
sale to the highest bidder.

This deal shows once again the
lengths the Bush administration will
g0 to bend the laws to their advantage.
The administration failed to conduct a
45-day investigation that is legally re-
quired. This, in itself, should be enough
to stop this deal. The national security
implications are simply too important
to ignore. And, unfortunately, House
Republicans have neglected our vulner-
able ports since 9/11.

Over the past 4 years, House Repub-
licans have opposed and defeated
Democratic efforts to increase funding
for port security. Right now, only 6
percent of cargo coming into the U.S.
is being checked, producing a large
hole in our homeland security.

I would hope that we can make port
security a top priority.

———

ENTITLEMENT REFORM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in the com-
ing days we will take up the Federal
budget. While I am pleased to see the
President’s budget hold the line on dis-
cretionary spending, the Congress
should also get serious about entitle-
ment reform.

The numbers speak for themselves,
Mr. Speaker. Three entitlement pro-
grams alone, Social Security, Medi-
care, and Medicaid, currently consume
about 42 percent of the entire budget. If
we add defense and homeland security,
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